
From the Directors . . . 
 

Head Start: Proud Past, Promising Future 
 
During the month of October, Head Start/Early Head Start  
Directors, Beth Tilleson and Sheri Norgard, had the opportunity  
to attend the Region V Leadership and Professional Development  
Conference held in Chicago, IL. Directors, managers, staff, and  
parents from Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and  
Wisconsin came together to celebrate 50 years of Head Start. 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Communication Link 

 

 

 

Dr. James Heckman, Professor of Economics 
at the University of Chicago, and Nobel 
Memorial Prize winner, spoke on the positive 
economic impact early childhood programs, 
such as Head Start, can have on our society. 
His research has shown that greater economic 
gains can be made by investing in early 
childhood development. Soft skills, such as 
social and emotional skills, help children 
succeed in school and throughout life. 

 

There was some time for                                                                        
fun as well! Head Start is a                                                         
comprehensive, multi-                                                               
generational program and                                                            
recognizes the importance                                                                       
of early education, nutrition,                                                                  
and health on school readiness. Parents play an integral role in supporting 
school readiness by being their child’s first and foremost teacher. Staff 
encourage parents to find a medical and dental home recognizing that children 
who are healthy come to school ready to learn. 

Ann Linehan, Deputy Director, Office of 
Head Start (OHS), delivered a keynote 
address on the good work that programs  
across Region V do for the benefit of 
children and families. 
 

Highlights from Region 5 (Wisconsin, Illinois,   
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana) Head Start! 

 

 New Performance Standards are in the making. 
Comments are under analysis for a Final Rule. 
 

 Head Start Training and Technical assistance was 
awarded to STG International.  

 

 All of the National Centers have been jointly 
funded by the Office of Head Start and Child 
Care. They include: Early Head Start and Child 
Care Partnerships; National Centers on Early 
Childhood Health and Wellness; National 
Centers on Parent and Family Engagement; 
National Centers on Early Childhood 
Development, Teaching and Learning; National 
Centers on Early Childhood Quality Assurance; 
and National Center on Program Management 
and Fiscal Operations (funded by OHS). 

 

 In Wisconsin there are 33 Head Start Grantees 
that enroll 13, 520 low-income children.  

 

 Wisconsin programs were awarded Early Head 
Start-Child Care Partnership grants. This created 
502 center-based slots for income eligible infants 
and toddlers. 

 

 Regional office received an increase in 
enrollment reduction applications from 
programs to offset enrollment challenges, the 
cost of extended services, flat funding and 
increased opportunities for 4 year olds in public 
school. There was also an increase in requests for 
slot conversions from Head Start to Early Head 
Start.  

 

 The 5-year ongoing monitoring cycle was 
reviewed. 

 



  

Hudson School District - High quality 
Integrated Services for Children 

 

 
Pictured left to right: Jackie Williams, Mara Shepherd, 
Vicki Aulert, Kim Rasmuson, and Barb McMahon. 
 

Trauma Informed Care Training for Home 
Visitors, Family Resource Providers, and 
Interpreters 
 
CESA 11 Head Start is officially a trauma informed 
agency. All staff that have direct contact with children 
and families have received trauma training. This is one 
more step in our goal to improve quality services to 
children and families. 
 

Classroom Assessment Scoring System 
Review (CLASS) 

Head Start programs are required to complete a variety of 
Monitoring Reviews, one of them being CLASS.  CLASS is 
an observation tool which focuses on interactions between 
staff and children.  There are three main Domains:  
Emotional Support, Classroom Organization, and 
Instructional Support.  During the week of October 19th – 
22nd, two CLASS reviewers observed in 22 CESA #11 Head 
Start classrooms.  The observations were scored and will 
be combined to determine an overall score (in each of the 
three Domains and inclusive) for our program.  Results 
should be available in approximately 45 days.  The 
reviewers were extremely pleasant, and overall staff shared 
that they felt positive about the experience. 

Beth Tilleson, Head Start Director 

 

Leadership Training . . .  

 

 

CESA #11 Head Start collaborates with Hudson School 
District to provide preschool services to 3 & 4 year old 
children within the Early Childhood classroom at River 
Crest Elementary School.  This option provides the 
opportunity for children to interact and learn alongside 
their typically developing peers.  

Research has shown that health care is an important 
aspect of school readiness.  Support is offered to families 
in obtaining a family medical home and completing the 
required comprehensive health screening.  The Head 
Start Health Coordinator follows up in the fall with vision 
& hearing screening as well as, height and weight 
percentiles.  Consultations with parents occur, on an as 
need basis, by the Health and Nutrition Coordinators 
working in conjunction with the Home Visitors and 
Family Resource Providers. 

A special thanks to Hudson teachers, Vicki Aulert and 
Mara Sheperd, along with Head Start Family Resource 
Provider, Kim Rasmusson, who work collaboratively to 
make this a unique and successful program. 

Sheri Norgard, Early Head Start Director 

 

On October 1st, Carrie Lecheler, Tracy Dowling, Angie 
Lueck, Melinda Simon, and Becky Evan had the 
opportunity to attend a training in Bloomington called 
“Making the Transition from Staff to Supervisor”.  All 
five have recently joined the Admin team, and found it 
helpful to learn some strategies to assist in their new 
positions.  

Some of the topics that were addressed at this training 
were: 

 Building trust and mutual respect 

 Applying our skills in a new role 

 Feedback & coaching to build strong communication 

 Effectively showing appreciation 

 Keeping our eyes on what’s ahead 

They look forward to the years ahead, working together 
with staff, to continue to grow and provide quality 
services the children and families. 

Becky Evan, Children’s Services Coordinator 

 



 

  

Wisconsin Head Start Association (WHSA) Announces New 
Executive Director Barb Tengesdal, PhD. 

 
Barb Tengesdal has accepted the position as Executive Director for the WHSA               
and will begin this new role in January, 2016.  Currently Barb is a Professor of             
Early Childhood Education at Marian University.  She brings a variety of early     
childhood experiences to WHSA including;  statewide Coordinator for Child               
Care Resource & Referral, lobbyist for ND Head Start, Executive Director of            
Voices for North Dakota’s Children, and recent author/researcher for her        
dissertation , Handing off the Torch: Leadership Transitions among the                   
Boomer Generation in Early Childhood Education.  Barb shared that she is            
honored to have this opportunity and looks forward to traveling the state to                 
see for herself the good work happening at Head Start centers. 

 

 

CESA #11 Head Start/Early Head Start School Readiness Goals 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational 
Benefits 

 

 

 

Benefits of Head Start  
& Early Head Start  

Programs 
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 Production/Layout:  Laurie Campbell, Administrative Assistant 

 
Visit our website at:  http://headstart.cesa11.k12.wi.us 

 

Stanley-Boyd Head Start center celebrated a “Fall 
Family Fun Day” October 16th.  Children and 
families enjoyed fall crafts, games, face painting, 
and a scare crow stuffing project. 

Melannie Rabideau, Family Resource Provider 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornell Head Start and Early Head Start families had a 
“Family fun Day” October 5th at Klinger’s Market of 
rural Chippewa Falls. They enjoyed playing pumpkin 
games, petting the animals, using the play equipment, 
receiving a pumpkin, and eating their sack lunch 
outdoors! 

Melody Peloquin, Center Assistant 

 

http://headstart.cesa11.k12.wi.us/

