
  

 

  

 

CESA #11 Head Start ~ Communication Link 
 

 

From the Directors . . . 
 
This month our program completed the final Federal Review in our 5-year grant cycle. The Early Head Start 

Comprehensive Services and School Readiness (CSSR) protocol focuses on the program’s performance in providing 

comprehensive services and promoting school readiness to children and families enrolled in Early Head Start. The 

CSSR protocol is also designed to evaluate the program’s implementation of services to children and families. It is 

divided into four Key Performance Areas (KPS’s): Identifying Child and Family Strengths and Needs; Addressing 

Child and Family Needs; Providing High-Quality Teaching and Learning; and Planning for Transition. The one day 

review consisted of interviews with the Directors, the Early Head Start Coordinator, and enrolled parents. Thank 

you to all of the Early Head Start parents that took time out of their schedules to be here! 

In addition to the CSSR review we also sent out our annual Parent Survey. We are pleased with the 41% response 

rate and positive feedback shared by parents. The comments and suggestions reflect that families felt they 

received high-quality education, family, and health/nutrition services. This survey will assist us as we make plans 

for the coming program year. 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  ~Nelson Mandela 

Regards, 

Sheri Norgard and Beth Tilleson 

 

 

 
Left to right: Beth Tilleson, Tom Taylor, Angel Prochnow, 
Amy Cortner, Sherlee Ryan, Danielle Johnson, Emily 
Johnson, Troy Hitz, Sheri Norgard. Not pictured: Christina 
Heddinger and Amanda Lagred. 

2015-2016 Policy Council Members 
 

Congratulations to 

our colleague and 
Head Start Director, 
Beth Tilleson, for her 

election as Vice-
President of the 

Wisconsin Head Start 

Association!! 

 

http://headstart.cesa11.k12.wi.us/


Stories from Head Start Families 

 

Emmaline, a Head Start child, wanted to 

share her Head Start story. 

 “This program has been amazing! I’ve seen so many wonderful 
changes in my son, Grayson, since he’s started the 4K 
program. I’m so very grateful that there’s programs out there 
for low income/single families. I know I wouldn’t be able to 
send my son to school if it wasn’t for this school/program. I 
would recommend this school to anyone who has children. 
Everyone I’ve met at Head Start are incredible! Thank you all 
for the excellent experience.” 
 

 “Head Start has provided information and resources to our 
family that was very much needed. They were there for our 
children and always looked out for their best interest and 
needs.” 
 

 “My three year old has enjoyed going to school learning, doing 
activities, and has developed a love for reading! The theme for 
the day or week has been age-appropriate and well developed 
by the teacher. I love seeing the excitement each morning 
when we walk in the door from the teachers! They are loving, 
caring, and want to be there!!  Thank you Head Start!” 
 

 
 “Head Start has prepared my children for school. The home visitor helped me learn more about the 

importance of play. The resources provided have helped me find a primary care doctor for myself. Parent 
meetings have helped me network with other parents and helped me solve a problem I was struggling with. 
The staff are always warm, friendly, and inviting. The staff at Head Start are great! We love them all!!” 
 

 “Being a part of this program was great for my child. It helped me understand my child as he grew. EHS 
helped to teach my child things to get ready for public school. At the center all the children were treated the 
same, which is great to see. The program even helped strengthen my family. Having family goal options 
helped strive for success. Thanks for everything you all do to keep this program going. I recommend this 
program to everyone. Thanks again!!” 

 

 “I love Head Start! I have felt welcomed and enjoyed the staff. Head Start has helped my children make a 
smooth transition into public school; they teach the regular routines and what is expected in the classroom 
settings. We have felt like our Head Start staff is like family, lots of trust and understanding. Head Start 
brings consistency to the children and a safe place to learn and grow.” 
 

 “I have been enjoying the projects and easy learning process with Axel. I have been working with him on 
naming what things are, their color, and how many there are. He has been making great progress I think 
between home visits and school. Axel has really blossomed.  I am a very happy and proud mama. Seeing 
my son able to be less frustrated being able to tell or show me what he also wants/needs. Thank you so 
much. Penny Sweeney” 

 

 “I love this Head Start program. I always feel welcomed. I know they pay good attention to my child and his 
specific needs. They give me tips and help me see the areas my child is great in and what we need to work 
on. They check-up on our family and always listen to my concerns. It’s great!” 
 

 

 



         

 

  

Teacher Appreciate Week 

May 2-6 

 

Administrative Professional’s 

(Secretary’s) Week 

 

The week of April 24~30, 2016, is Administrative 
Professional’s (Secretary’s) Week with April 26, 2016, 
as Administrative Professional’s (Secretary’s) Day. 
 

We have several employees that fall within this 
category that we’d like to recognize, and take this 
opportunity to extend our sincere appreciation to all 
of you for your continued hard work and dedication 
to Head Start! 
 

Central Office ~ Laurie Campbell, Sue Ingham, and 
Sandy Johnson 
Chippewa Falls ~ Billie Jo Burgraff 
Colfax ~ Becky Loofboro 
Cornell ~ Melody Peloquin 
Dallas ~ Marcia Link 
Menomonie ~ Carol Kallstrom and Nicole Schmidt 
New Richmond ~ Lori DeBoer 
Polk County ~ Roxanne Biedler 
Rice Lake ~ Roxanne Marquardt, Deb Mathews 
Stanley~Boyd ~ Kathy Nitz 
 

Thank you for all that you do! 
 

 

Shout out to Indianhead Community Action  
Agency (ICAA) Head Start. 

 

It was fun visiting your program! 

 

May 2-6 is National Teacher Appreciation Week!  

We want to take this opportunity to recognize and 

thank our wonderful staff who go above and 

beyond to touch the lives of the children and 

families we serve.  YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 



 

  

Policy Council Updates 

 

Volunteers Welcomed To Join Health Services Advisory Committee 
 

The Health Services Advisory Committee (HSAC) is an advisory group that brings together staff, parents, 
and local health care providers to talk about the planning, operation, and evaluation of the health services 
in each Head Start program. Each HSAC determines how to best meet the needs of children and families in 
its community. The following are some of the ways different HSACs are supporting the wellness of Head 
Start children and families:  
 

 Linking children to ongoing sources of continuous, accessible health care. 
 

 Ensuring that the learning environments in the home and at the Head Start center supports 
each child’s social, emotional cognitive, and physical development. 

 

 Establishing and implementing policies and procedures for responding to medical and 
dental health emergencies. 

 

 Engaging parents in identifying and accessing health services and resources that meet their 
needs, interest, and goals. 

 

As a Head Start parent, joining your local HSAC allows your voice to be heard on the issues that are 
important to you in the area of health, nutrition, medical, mental health, and dental care for your Head 
Start/Early Head Start child and all the children served. As a local health services provider, joining your 
local HSAC is a way of connecting with the members of your community to assist HS/EHS in providing the 
best and most appropriate services to the children and families we serve. The HSAC provides you with an 
opportunity to communicate your views and concerns about issues that affect the services HS/EHS 
provides. 
 

The spring 2016 HSAC meeting is set to convene on Thursday, May 12, 2016 p.m. This event will take place 
in the CESA #11 Central Office building in Turtle Lake and is expected to last from 1 – 1 ½ hours with a light 
snack provided. If you would like to attend, please contact Brandi Warner at 715-641-1691 or e-mail at 
bwarner@cesa11.k12.wi.us to express your interest! 
                                                                                                                        Brandi Warner, Health Coordinator 
 

POSITIVE SOLUTIONS CLASS 
 

The New Richmond Head Start staff is offering Positive Solutions for parents. It is a five-

week class for parents to help promote positive and effective parenting behaviors. This has 

been a group effort by Sandy Gorden, Kim Rasmuson, Gail Kolstad, Lori DeBoer, Melanie 

Robelia, and Rosaura Sussner. The class has been well received!  

 

                                                                Sandy Gordon, Home Visitor 

mailto:bwarner@cesa11.k12.wi.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This year the New Richmond Head Start parents chose a community project that helped the Empty Bowls’ 

project in the area; they made bowls one evening in the Community Commons pottery room. A special thanks to 

Sharon Overland for helping us. The bowls’ proceeds will help feed the hungry in the New Richmond community over 

the next year. 

  

Sara Johnson, from the UW Extension, talked to 

our Hudson Head Start children about health and 

nutrition. Children even got to try sugar snap peas! 

Kim Rasmuson, Family Resource Provider 

 

  

Peas are a good source of 

vitamin K, manganese, 

vitamin C, iron, fiber, 

vitamin B1, and folate. 

Community members and citizens gathered at the Polk 
County Courthouse on April 1, 2016 as part of the 
national Blue Ribbon Campaign to stop child abuse. Each 
community partner was asked to step forward to lend a 
hand to end child abuse in Polk County. This was truly an 
honor for the Polk County Early Learning Center. 

                                                                                                                                                              

Mary Nelson, Center Director 
 

 

Students from Polk County Early Learning Center 
took a field trip to St. Croix Falls Public Library to 
play with the Imagination Playground Blocks.  The 
blocks were obtained through a grant from the 
Packers and other community members. The 
children enjoyed building, sharing, creating, and 
experimenting with the blocks.  They had so much 
fun that the blocks will be brought to the center to 
enjoy with families at a parent event. 

                                          Darla Kruschke, Teacher 

 

 

Polk County Early Learning Center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menomonie hosted its annual Multicultural Dinner with added fun, an “Around the World” themed mini 

prom! This event was open to all 4K in the Menomonie School District, Head Start, and Early Head Start. Over 

80 adults attended with their families, totaling an estimated 200 people! Staff and parents prepared and 

served foods from Mexico, Laos, Italy, Germany, India, and Norway. A Head Start parent DJ’d while the 

children boogied. It was reported by many parents that their children slept well that night! 

                                                                                  Bethany Burt, Family Resource Provider     

 
Michele Peterson, 
Head Start parent, 
with her Chicken 

Curry. 

There was a Batman sighting at the Rice Lake center last 
week!  The caped crusader swooped in and read to our children 
last Wednesday during the Week of the Young Child.    He 
delighted everyone by reading a book about being safe and 
another about the superhero, ‘Underpants Wonderpants’.  The 
kids were disappointed that they did not get to see the 
Batmobile, but were sure that he flew out the front door to get 
home. 
  

 
The Rice Lake, Dallas, and Colfax programs participated in a 
wonderful A.L.I.C.E. (Alert, Lockdown, inform, Counter, Evacuate) 
training provided by Barron County Sheriff's officer, Deputy 
Dave. We learned what to do if an active shooter entered our 
building and why this training is so important in today’s 
world.  The active role play was by far our favorite.  Thank you so 
much Deputy Dave and friends. 
 

Cindy Cross, Center Director 
 

Three generations of women were a part of 

the Multicultural Dinner. Mayra Leija 

(right), her daughter, Damaris, Cynthia Leija 

(left) , and Abuela Sara Nino who joined her 

daughters and granddaughter for the dance. 

They all helped make the flowers you see in 

the photo for our decorations. 

                            Kate Manning, Home Visitor 

 

 

 

Menomonie Head Start 

 

Rice Lake Head Start 

 


